irll 1 B Bl
11111

MUSIC HALL OF FAME

NEWS RELEASE

Rochester Music Hall of Fame announces 2018 inductees:
John Beck, Campbell Brothers, Steve Gadd,
Tony Levin, and Ferdinand Jay Smith

Seventh annual induction ceremony is April 22 at Eastman Theatre

ROCHESTER, N.Y. — The Rochester Music Hall of Fame announced today its Class of 2018
inductees, who are among the country’s most celebrated musicians and composers.

The inductees are:

* John Beck, percussionist and composer and Eastman School of Music faculty
member for 60 years, where he is Professor Emeritus of Percussion

¢ Campbell Brothers, masters of sacred steel music

* Steve Gadd, one of the most accomplished and skilled drummers of his generation,
performing in studio and on tour with various artists, including Paul Simon, James
Taylor, and Eric Clapton

* Tony Levin, veteran bassist who is currently a member of the Peter Gabriel band
as well as King Crimson and Stick Men

* Ferdinand Jay Smith, Emmy-nominated composer and former DJ and manager

During a press event this morning, board members of the Rochester Music Hall of Fame (RMHF)
unveiled photos as the inductee names were announced and their music and legacies shared. Also
announced were some of the guest artists who will perform during the induction ceremony.
Canandaigua National Bank & Trust continues as the ceremony’s generous presenting sponsor
and returning as the ceremony’s popular house band is Prime Time Funk.

The seventh annual induction ceremony of the Rochester Music Hall of Fame will take place
at 7 p.m. Sunday, April 22 at Kodak Hall at Eastman Theatre.

The all-volunteer board — of which most members are musicians themselves — have modeled
this event after the other world-class music awards shows such as the Kennedy Center Honors,
the Grammy® Awards, and the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony.



The past six ceremonies have drawn near seil-out crowds to Kodak Hall at the Eastman
Theatre. Tickets for April 22 ceremony and performance are priced at $25 to $70 and are on
sale now at the Eastman Theatre box office, online at bit.ly RMI1F2018tickets, or by calling
(585) 454-2100. More information is online at rochestermusic.org.

“Rochester has a rich and diverse musical heritage and those being honored deserve the best
possible representation,” said Kar] LaPorta, president of the RMHF board of directors. “The
audiences have been amazed at the show that is put on and the shared musical experience is
intensely entertaining.”

It was also announced today Hall of Fame founder Karl LaPorta will be stepping down as
president in June, after seven years of volunteer service. It was his “Speaking Out” essay in
the Democrat and Chronicle in 2009 that sparked the idea and dream amongst the music
community for the creation of a Rochester Music Hall of Fame. LaPorta gathered together a
group of people who are passionate about music and shared his vision. The first induction
ceremony took place on April 29, 2012 and to date six ceremonies have honored and
celebrated the music of 38 inductees and been enjoyed by a collective audience of more than
10,000 at Kodak Hall at Eastman Theatre.

“Our community and the Rochester music scene are so fortunate that Karl dared to make his
dream a reality,” said President-Elect Jack Whittier, who has served as vice president since
the organization’s inception. “Through Karl’s exemplary leadership over the past nine years
{he Rochester Music Hall of Fame induction night is one of the hottest tickets in town.”

The inductees and the live musical performances

John H. Beck (b. 1933) has been a member of the Eastman School of Music faculty since
1959. He received his bachelor’s degree (1955) and master’s degree (1962), as well as
Performer’s Certificate, from Eastman. He retired from Eastman in 2008 and continues as
Professor Emeritus of Percussion and teaches a class in The History of Percussion. Beck’s
career as a performer and teacher includes posts as percussionist, timpanist, marimba soloist
with the United States Marine Band (1955-59); principal percussionist with the Rochester
Philharmonic (1959-62); and timpanist for the Rochester Phitharmonic (1962-2002).

He has made numerous solo appearances worldwide and as & conductor has appeared with
the Eastman Percussion Ensemble (1962-2008); in a tour of South America with the Aeolian
Consort as percussion soloist (1977); and has participated in numerous guest conducting and
percussion clinics in the United States and Europe.

Articles by Beck have been published in Music Journal, The Instrumentalist, Woodwind
World, Brass and Percussion, and Percussive Notes; he was also percussion columnist for
the National Association of College Wind and Percussion Instructors (NACWPI) Journal
(1965-72). He has also contributed articles to the Grove Dictionary of American Music and
the World Book Encyclopedia. Car} Fischer, Boston Music, Kendor Music, Meredith Music,
MCA, Wimbledon Music, Inc., Studio 4 Productions, and CPP Belwin have published his
compositions. His Encyclopedia of Percussion is in its second edition and is published by
Routledge.



Among the honors Beck has received include being named the Mu Phi Epsilon Musician of
the Year (1976); the Monroe County School Music Association Award (1996); Eastman’s
Eisenhart Award for Excellence in Teaching (1997); and the Arts and Cultural Council of
Greater Rochester Award for contributions to the arts (1999); and the Edwin Peck Curtis
Award for excellence in undergraduate teaching (2002).

In 1999 Beck was inducted into the Percussive Arts Society Hall of Fame and that same
society presented him with an Qutstanding Service Award in 2002. The Commission Project
presented him with the JD Award for outstanding service to music education in 2004. Since
retirement in 2008, he has been awarded the Distinguished Service Award from the New
York State School Music Association (2009), The President’s Award from Rowan
University (2010), the Lifetime Achievement Award from KOSA International Percussion
(2010) and the Life Time Achievement Award from Giornate della Percussione, Fermo, Italy
(2010).

His book PERCUSSION MATTERS: Life at the Eastman School of Music was published in
2011 by Meliora Press and the John Beck Composition Prize has been established by
Percussion Rochester, a biennial percussion festival.

Performance at the ceremony: John Beck will perform solo as well as with a
percussion ensemble and the Hall of Fame house band Prime Time Funk.

Campbell Brothers (active since 1997) are Chuck, Darick, Phil, and Phil’s son Carlton
Campbeil. They formed the Rochester-based Campbell Brothers in the 1990s and boldly
swung the church doors wide open by inviting everyone — incorporating country, blues, soul,
and rock into what they have branded as sacred steel music. Along with guest vocalists, they
have patented an intense, passionate, and dedicated stage presentation that methodically
converts each audience to the Campbell Brothers sound.

Over two decades, starting in 1997, the Campbell Brothers have released six albums and
have performed with artists, such as fellow sacred steel master Robert Randolph, as well as
the Allman Brothers and Medeski/Martin/Wood.

The House of God/Pentecostal movement had its religious origins in the south (Tennessee,
Alabama, Georgia, and beyond) around the turn of the 20th century. Sacred steel music
began to develop in the 1930s and took country music’s lap-steel guitar and turned it into a
gospel instrument, riding on the ribbons of the electric steel guitar.

Performance at the ceremony: Grammy-winner Robert Randolph will join the Campbell
Brothers onstage, reeling-in the audience with sacred steel jams.

Steve Gadd (b. 1945) grew up in the Rochester suburb of Irondequoit and graduated from
the Eastman School of Music. He is heralded as one of the most influential drummers of all
time, setting a new standard in contemporary drumming techniques and performance. His
uncle, a drummer in the army, encouraged him to take drum Iessons beginning at age 7 and
by age 11 he had already jammed with Dizzy Gillespie. At age 12 he appeared on the Mickey
Mouse Club, both tap dancing and performing a drum solo.



Recording legendary drum tracks like “Aja,” “Fifty Ways to Leave Your Lover,” and “Nite
Sprite,” it is believed there is no drummer alive today who in some way has not been affected
by Gadd — or that there is no drummer who can get “inside” a tune and find the "pocket”
quite like Gadd.

While studying at Eastman, Gadd played with the wind ensemble and concert band and at
night in a club with Chick Corea, Chuck Mangione, Joe Romano, and Frank Pullara. After
college, he was drafied into the U.S. Army and spent three years in a military band, later
returning to gigging in Rochester. In 1972 Gadd formed a trio with Tony Levin and Mike
Holmes and relocated with the band to New York City. There Gadd worked extensively as a
studio musician and played with Corea and began recording and touring internationally with
Pau! Simon, Aretha Franklin, Carly Simon, and Joe Cocker, among many others.

By the end of the 1970s, Gadd was the most in-demand, and possibly the most-imitated,
drummer in the world. Gadd began recording and touring with James Taylor in the 1980s and
by the 1990s he also had become Eric Clapton's first-call drummer. He continues to tour with
Simon, Taylor, and Clapton, as well as the Steve Gadd Band.

According to Chick Corea, “Every drummer wants to play like Gadd because he plays perfect . . .
He has brought orchestral and compositional thinking to the drum kit while at the same time
having a great imagination and a great ability to swing.”

Tony Levin (b. 1946) is a Boston native who started playing upright bass at age 10. He went on
to study at Eastman School of Music, where he had the chance to play under Igor Stravinsky and
with the Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra. Drummer Steve Gadd, a friend and fellow Eastman
student, introduced Levin to jazz and rock, as they drove the rhythm of the Chuck Mangione
Quartet. Levin soon after traded in his upright for a Fender bass, becoming a studio musician in
New York City.

Levin has experienced success in jazz, fusion, and rock groups, including important work
with Peter Gabriel and King Crimson. His studio credits extend from Cher to Buddy Rich to
John Lennon. His most notable bass-playing albums and tours have been with Peter Gabriel,
King Crimson, John Lennon, Pink Floyd, Lou Reed, Alice Cooper, Buddy Rich, Peter
Frampton, Gotye, Carly Simon, Judy Collins, Paula Cole, Chuck Mangione, Steven Wilson,
James Taylor.

He has six solo albums and has performed on more than 70 collaborative albums. His
published books are Beyond the Bass Clef, Road Photos, Crimson Chronicles vol 1, and

Fragile as a Song.

In 1976, Levin joined with Gadd to create the lush textures on Andy Pratt's Resolution album,
which Rolling Stone magazine deemed one of the best singer/songwriter albums of the 1970s.
The following year Levin joined Peter Gabriel’s band and has been Gabriel's bass player of
choice for more than 40 years, both on the road and in the studio.

In 1986, the song “Big Time,” from Gabriel's So album, inspired the development of funk
fingers, which are chopped off drumsticks used to hammer on the bass strings. Levin credits
Gabriel with the idea. Also in the 1980s, Levin became a member of King Crimson and



began recording sessions on Double Fantasy with John Lennon and a group of his
contemporaries. He also played all of the bass guitar and Chapman Stick parts on Pink
Floyd's 1987 album A Momentary Lapse of Reason as a session player.

Performance at the ceremony for Steve Gadd and Tony Levin: Levin and Gadd
will perform together, as they have countless times in the past, alongside members of
their band L'Image, including Mike Mainieri, David Spinozza, and Warren Bernhardt.
Additional guest stars will be announced, appearing in person or via satellite or video
tribute.

Ferdinand Jay Smith (b. 1946) is an Emmy-nominated composer whose music is heard around
the world on television networks. His expertise spans film and video animation, directing, writing,
voiceover talent, producing, and music composition.

Smith started his career as a DJ at age 15. His on-air work morphed into a career as
promotions director where he oversaw concerts for Led Zeppelin, The Rascals, Fleetwood
Mac, Deep Purple, and Ginger Baker. He also managed Motown Records’ The Rustix and
later he and his brother Gregory Smith promoted BB King, George Carlin, and other hit
groups of the 1970s, including Capitol Records’ Skylark, launching the career of one of the
most celebrated musicians and producers of all time, David Foster. Smith produced lead
singer Donny Gerrard’s album “The Romantic,” which included “Wildflower” and two
original songs written by Smith — “Nothing in Common” and “Time Was.” The Skylark’s
Top 3 record “Wildflower” launched his lifelong career in music composition and scoring.

In 1973 Ferdinand founded Rochester-based Jay Advertising, Inc., for which he continues to
serves as chairman of the leading full-service advertising agency. For 25 years he was the
voice of Buick and currently is the voice of Chevy, Wegmans, and Raymour & Flanigan.
Smith is a member DGA-SAG/AFTRA-American Federation of Musicians-BMI Composer.
He has scored numerous Emmy Award-winning TV specials and been honored with two
Emmy nominations from the National Academy of Television Arts & Sciences and many
other awards.

Highlights of his career include composing the theme music for two Olympics for NBC
(1980 and1988) and composing the HBO main theme music, resulting in 20 versions to date,
and earning Smith a BMI Award in 2009 for longest-running theme on television.

Other theme songs he has composed include HBO specials, such as Sports 25" Anniversary
Special, History of Boxing, and Inside the NFL: “When It Was a Game,” earning him an
Emmy nomination for Best Music; the score for Emmy-nominated “Life of Arthur Ashe”;
producing HBO’s skating special theme music, which won an ACE award (cable industry’s
Emmy); themes for ABC, CBS, and NBC movies of the week; Golf Channel and A&E
network theme music; Cinemax theme music; theme song for “Lifestyles of the Rich &
Famous™; and hundreds of original compositions for various retailers across America.

Performance: A musical medley and video presentation will celebrate Smith’s
music career, led by Rochester musician Casey Filiaci.



The Douglas Lowry Award underwritten by Gibson Foundation

The Rochester Music Hall of Fame annually presents the Douglas Lowry Award to two
graduating high-school seniors. The honor recognizes students who have excelled in music
and plan on continuing their music education in college. The 201 8 winners will be invited to
perform at the induction ceremony in addition to earning a $1,000 award for college
expenses. Applications are being accepted now through March 23.

The Douglas Lowry Award is named for the late Eastman School of Music Dean Douglas Lowry,
who advised and supported the RMHF from the beginning and was instrumental in the induction
ceremony having a home at the Eastman Theatre. The award is underwritten by the Gibson
Foundation by way of 2015 inductee and Rochester native Henry Juszkiewicz, chairman and CEO
of Gibson Guitar Corp. The Douglas Lowry Award application is online at
http://rochestermusic.org/douglas-lowry-award/

About the 2018 poster artist

William Shera is the winner of the 2018 RMHF poster-design contest, which was open to
artists of all levels and ages from November 2017 through January 2018. The second place
winner is Daniel Hoh and the third-place winning design was created by Tangkijngamwong
Sinee. Shera is a West Irondequoit resident and Dansville native who works professionally as
a graphic designer and art director. His winning poster will be on display on the front of the
Eastman Theatre and throughout the community to promote the April 22 induction ceremony.
A high-res image of the 2018 poster is online at bit.ly/RMHF201 8

About the award artist

The creator and crafter of the inductee awards since their inception is Rochester artist Mark
McDermott. He is the owner of Archigraphia, which specializes in one-of-a-kind metal sculptures,
fine furniture, and architectural designs. For the second consecutive year, the creation of the
awards is underwritten by Nanette Nocon, a financial advisor with Nocon and Associates. She is a
local philanthropist and the winner of the 2017 Athena Award.

Attn. Media
An electronic press kit with this release, photographs of the inductees and 2018 poster, and
links to video clips and sound files is online at bit.ly RMHEF2018

Media Contact:
Dresden Engle

(585) 319-1812
dresden@dresdenpr.com



